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|-\fjfjOST  of  us  know  that  Abra- 

\lyx\  ham  Lincoln  was  the  modern 
"man  of  sorrows."  His  life 
was  nearly  all  disappoint- 
ment and  tragedy  and  it  went  out 
just  at  the  time  when  he  might 
have  enjoyed  a  few  years  of  tri- 
umph over  adversity  and  calamity. 
Always  the  thing  he  wished  was 
snatched  from  him  just  as  his  hand 
was  about  to  grasp  it. 

Yet  the  horrors  of  fratricidal 
strife  did  not  dim  his  faith  in  man- 
kind nor  dull  the  edge  of  his  kind- 
ly humor.  The  blood  of  the  Stoics 
was  in  his  veins.  Hoav  many  men 
would  have  been  able  to  withstand 
the  vicissitudes,  the  discourage- 
ments, the  drab  disappointments 
that  were  his!  A  weaker  soul 
would  have  given  up  the  battle 
after  having  been  administered 
half  the  rebukes  that  came  to  him 
in  early  life,  but  he  with  a  grim 
faith  in  his  own  destiny  fought 
on  and  on  until  there  came  the 
final  great  triumph  and  then  the 
final  blow— his  assassination  before 
he  had  opportunity  to  reap  the  re- 
wards of  victory. 

An  exchange  in  summing  up  for 
the  benefit  of  discouraged  persons 
some  of  the  defeats  which  Lincoln 
suffered  recalls  that  when  he  was 
a  young  man  he  ran  for  the  legis- 
lature in  Illinois,  and  was  badly 
swamped. 

He  next  entered  business,  failed, 
and  spent  seventeen  years  of  his 
life  paying  up  the  debts  of  a  worth- 
less partner. 

He  was  in  love  with  a  beautiful 
young  woman  to  whom  he  became 
engaged— then  she  died. 

Entering  politics  again,  he  ran 
for  Congress  and  was  badly  defeat- 
ed. 

He  then  tried  to  get  an  appoint- 
ment in  the  U.  S.  Land  Office,  but 
failed. 

He  became  a  candidate  for  the 
U.  S.  Senate,  and  was  badly  de- 
feated. 

In  1856  he  became  candidate  for 
the  vice  presidency  and  was  again 
defeated. 

In  1858  he  was  defeated  by  Doug- 
las. 

One  failure  after  another— bad 
failures— great  setbacks.  In  the 
face  of  all  this  he  eventually  be- 


came one  of  the  country's  greatest 
men,  if  not  the  greatest.  When 
you  think  of  a  series  of  setbacks 
like  this,  doesn't  it  make  you  feel 
small  to  become  discouraged  just 
because  you  think  you  are  having 
a  hard  time  in  life? 


J     WJR  I  G  e  T 


VICTORY  THROUGH  DEFEATS 

WHEN  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  young  man  he  ran  for  the 
legislature  in  Illinois,  and  was  badly  swamped 
1  He  entered  business,  failed,  and  spent  seventeen  years 
of  his  life  paying  up  the  debts  of  a  worthless  partner.    He  f ell  m 
love  with  a beautiful  young  woman  to  whom  he  became  engaged- 

thenES!iteering  politics  again,  he  ran  for  Congress  and  was  badly 
defeated.  He  then  tried  to  get  an  appointment  to  the  United 
States  Land  Office  but  failed. 

He  became  a  candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  and  was 
badly  defeated.  . ,  , 

In  1856  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  and 

was  again  defeated. 

In  1858  he  was  defeated  by  Douglas. 

But  n  the  face  of  all  this  defeat  and  torture,  he  eventually 
.achieved  the  highest  success  attainable  in  life,  and  undying  fame 

l°  th!reryo°u  counted  by  obstacles?  Consider  Abraham  Lin- 
coln and  use  seeming  defeats  as  stepping  stones  to  high  achieve- 

ment.  ,^  „ 

frent.— Reprinted  from  "Dorways. 
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Abraham  Lincoln — Failure 

By  RODMAK  GILDER 

in  "Modern  Brotherhood" 

A  BRAHAM  LINCOLN  failed— as  a  country      neighbors;  he  laid  the  foundation  stone  of  his 

reputation. 


/»  storekeeper.  With  a  partner,  he  had 
bought  a  grocery  store  and  had  given  his  note. 
Perhaps  he  was  too  busy  as  deputy  surveyor 
and  as  postmaster  of  that  little  frontier  town 
of  Salem,  Illinois.  Perhaps  he  spent  too  much 
time  reading  good  books  and  talking  politics 
with  his  neighbors.  Anyway,  Abraham  Lincoln 
failed. 

The  Trent  brothers,  Eleck  and  Bill,  bought 
the  store — fixtures  (if  any),  merchandise  and 
all — and  gave  their  notes  to  Lincoln. 

They  failed,  too — but  first  sold  out  every 
dollar's  worth  of  merchandise.  Just  before 
the  notes  were  due,  they  quietly  disappeared 
one  moonless  night  along  the  newly  broken 
trails  opening  westward.  The  ways  were  little 
more  than  muddy  wagon  tracks;  there  were 
no  railroads,  telephones  or  telegraph  wires  to 
carry  the  news  of  their  evasion.  They  were 
quickly  lost  in  the  confusion  of  a  new  country. 
They  followed  the  custom  of  their  time  and 
place — and  were  heard  of  no  more. 

BUT  Abraham  Lincoln,  a  business  failure  at 
25,  was  far  ahead  of  his  time  and  place  in 
business  ethics.  He  had  only  the  Trents' 
worthless  paper  to  pay  his  own  debts,  incurred 
in  the  original  purchase  of  the  store  and  its 
stock.  He  was  faced  with  a  landslide  of  ob- 
ligations and  the  alternative  of  taking  on  an 
appalling  load  of  debt,  which  would  weigh 
him  down  for  years  to  come,   or  of  following 


IT  WAS  no  easy  task  for  young  Lincoln.  It 
took  him  fifteen  years  to  pay  off  the  whole 
amount,  including  the  high  rate  of  interest  then 
current.  He  used  to  refer  to  his  burden  cheer- 
fully as  the  "National  Debt";  but  it  was  no 
laughing  matter  for  a  man  who  had  no  hope 
of  earning  money  except  by  his  daily  work. 
Speaking  of  it  once  in  later  life  he  said: 

"That  debt  was  the  greatest  obstacle  I  have 
ever  met  in  life;  I  had  no  way  of  speculating 
and  could  not  earn  money  except  by  labor; 
and  to  earn  by  labor  eleven  hundred  dollars, 
beside  my  living,  seemed  the  work  of  a  life- 
time. There  was,  however,  but  one  way.  I 
went  to  the  creditors  and  told  them  that  if  they 
would  let  me  alone  I  would  give  them  all  1 
could  earn  over  my  living,  as  fast  as  I  could 
earn  it." 

TdEY  did  let  him  alone: — all  but  one  man, 
who  brought  suit  against  him  and  would 
indeed  have  ruined  his  chances,  if  a  neighbor, 
with  faith  in  the  young  man,  had  not  come  to 
his  rescue.  Judgment  was  brought  against 
Lincoln;  his  horse,  saddle,  buidle  and  survey- 
ing implements  were  sold  at  auction  to  pay 
the  amount.  They  were  bought  in,  however, 
by  this  friendly  neighbor,  who  restored  them 
to  their  owner.  Lincoln  never  forgot  this  act 
of  kindness  and  as  soon  as  possible  paid  back, 
with  interest,  the  money  this  friend  in  need  had 


in  the  footsteps  of  the  Trent  boys  and  simply  spent  for  him. 
fading  out  of  sight  and  memory.  gQ  with  nis  horse  and  surveyor's  chain  Lin- 
Abraham  Lincoln,  the  failure,  did  not  dis-  com  went  about  his  heavy  task.  "Honest 
appear.  He  settled  down  among  the  men  to  Abe"— who  in  his  storekeeping  days  would 
whom  he  owed  the  money,  shouldered  his  walk  six  miles  to  return  six  and  a  half  cents 
burden  and  patiently  and  laboriously  went  change  to  a  customer— established  his  reputa- 
about  earning,  dollar  by  dollar,  the  money  to  tion  for  character  that  enabled L  him  to  win  a 
...  a  success  and  fame  the  like  of  which  no  Ameri- 
pay  it  oft.  j 

,           ,               .1  •  can  has  ever  surpassed. 
By  that  one  act,    as   much   as  by  anything 

he  Id  in  his  early  life,  he  won  the  respect  as  May  the  United  States  be  Messed  w,th  more 

well    as   the    admiration    and    affection    of    his  failures  like  Abraham  Lincoln! 


Foreign  Service,  Feb.,  1928 


1 

somewhat 
new  hope 


CHEER  UP 

hose  of  us  who  might  be  prone  to  be 
discouraged  can  take  some  consolation  and  new  nope 
by  reading  of  the  failures  and  ultimate  success  of  one 
of  America's  greatest  men — Abraham  Lincoja — as  tola 
In  the  "Building  Material  M\r^hajit>^*^ 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  .young  man  he  ran 
lor  the  legislature  in  Illinois,  and  was  badly 
swamped. 

He  next  entered  business,  failed,  and  spent  sev- 
enteen years  of  his  life  paying  up  the  debts  of  a 
worthless  partner. 

He  was  in  love  with  a  beautiful  woman,  to  whom 
he  became  engaged — then  she  died. 

Later  he  married  a  woman  who  was  a  constant 
burden  to  him. 

Entering  politics  again,  he  ran  for  Congress  and 
was  badly  defeated. 

He  then  tried  to  get  an  appointment  to  the  U.  S. 
land  office,  but  failed. 

He  became  a  candidate  for  the  U.  S.  Senate,  and 
was  badly,  defeated. 

In  1856  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  vice-pres- 
idency and  was  again  dcleatcd. 

In  I808  he  was  defeated  by  Dougla". 

one  failure  alter  another— bad  failures— great 
setbacks.  In  the  face  of  all  this  he  eventually  be- 
came one  of  the  country'*  greatest  men,  if  not  the 
greatest. 

When  you  think  of  a  series  of  setbacks  like  this, 
doesn't  it  make  you  feel  small  to  become  discouraged 
just  because  you  think  you  are  having  a  hard  time 
in   life? — <">Hando   Reporter-Star. 
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January  15,  1934 


Mr.  Joseph  H.  Flan 
Beincka-I&lis-Younggreen  &  Finn 
520  North  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago ,  Illinois 

My  deer  .Mr.  Tinns 

Thank  you  very  stuch  for  your  kindness  in 
forwarding  me  the  beautiful  pie  que  on  the  Gettysburg 
Speech.  We  appreciate  these  favors  very  much. 

Several  of  ay  Lincoln  friends  have  seen  and 
admired  greatly  your  little  pamphlet  MHe  Could  fake 
It,w  lilt  you  advise  me  whether  or  not  I  should  refer 
to  your  Company  as  the  available  source  for  the 
booklet  ? 

Very  sincerely  yours, 


U    x'±  Director 


Reincke  -Ellis  -^Ybunqqreen  &  Finn 

IMI~ORPORATFn       *  * 


INCORPORATED 


JOSEPH    H      FINN 
VICE    PRESIDENT 


^Advertisincr 

ESTABLISHED     1907  \^J 

520  North    Michigan   Avenue  -  Chicago 

January  16,   1934 


Dr.    Louis  A.   Warren 

Director 

The  Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,  Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  am  very  happy  to  know  that  the  little  pamphlet 
"He  Could  Take  It"  is  winning  new  friends.  Maybe 
if  some  of  the  people  you  refer  to  would  like  to 
have  a  copy  I  might  he  able  to  find  an  extra  one 
here  and  there  for  their  convenience.  All  that 
will  be  necessary  I  believe,  is  to  have  such  a 
party  pen  me  a  note  indicating  his  wishes. 


Very  sincere] 


Joseph  H.  Finn 
d 


.. 


Reincke  -Ellis  -^mmqqreen  &  Finn 

INCORPORATED     9         J 


JOSEPH     H      FINN 
VICE   PRESIDENT 


sAdvertisincr 

ESTABLISHED     1907  K^ 

520  North   Michigan  Avenue  -  Chicago 


January  25,1934 


Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren 

Director 

Lincoln  National  Life  Foundation 

Fort  Wayne,    Indiana 

Dear  Dr.  Warren: 

I  was  happy  to  send  Mr.  George  P.  Hambrecht  a  copy 
of  the  booklet,  "He  Could  Take  It"  on  which  you  have 
talked  and  written  approvingly. 

It  is  indeed  gracious  of  you  to  make  reference  to 
this  rather  modest  bit  of  literature  in  your  talk 
at  Madison. 

I  am  enclosing  copy  of  Mr.  Hambrecht »s  letter  to  me 
which  I  have  acknowledged. 


Sincerely  yours, 


Joseuh  H.  Finn  . 


COPY 


WISCONSIN 
STATS  BOARD  OF  VOCATIONAL  EDUCATION 
Madison , Wis cons  in 


January  20,1934 


Mr.  Joseph  H.   Finn 

c/o  Reincke-Ellis-Younggreen  &  Finn  Co. 

520  North  Michigan  Avenue 

Chicago,    Illinois 

My  dear  Mr.   Finn: 

Dr.  Louis  A.  Warren,  Director  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Foundation,  Fort  Wayne,  Indiana,  recently 
visited  here  at  Madison  and  delivered  several  excellent 
Lincoln  addresses.   In  the  one  he  delivered  before  the 
joint  session  of  the  Wisconsin  legislature,  he  quoted 
from  a  leaflet  published  by  you  under  the  caption  "He 
Could  Take  It".  His  quotation  from  your  pamphlet  great- 
ly interested  me,  and  if  it  is  not  asking  too  much  I  will 
appreciate  receiving  a  copy  of  it. 

It  may  interest  you  to  know  that  I  have  a  private 
collection  of  items  pertaining  to  Lincoln  numbering  some  three 
thousand  volumes,  pamphlets,  and  broadsides.   If  you  will  send 
me  an  autographed  copy  of  your  leaflet  "He  Could  Take  It,"  I 
will  be  pleased  to  add  this  item  to  my  collection. 

Believing  that  you  may  be  interested  in  it,  I 
enclose  herewith  a  manuscript  copy  of  an  article  I  published 
some  time  ago  under  the  caption  "Abraham  Lincoln  -  His  Spirit 
Lives."  This  is  sent  you  with  my  compliments. 

With  kindest  regards,  I  am 


Sincerely  yours, 

Geo.  P.  Hambrecht 


Geo.  P.  Hambrecht 

KC 

Enc. 


He  could 
take  it! 


by 

ARNO  B.  REINCKE 


Published  by 

Reincke-Ellis — Younggreen  &  Finn,  Inc. 

520  North  Michigan  Avenue 
Chicago,  Illinois 


He  could  take  it! 


universal  promise 

that  we  too 

shall  not 

have  lived 


in  vain 


?? 


*ytOR  the  past  few  years  our  food  has  been 
J  a  little  too  plain. 

We  are  beginning  to  crave  just  a  dash  of 
seasoning. 

There  have  been  moments  when  all  ol  us  have 
been  inclined  to  shove  back  the  unsavory  dish 
.  .  .  untouched  .  .  .  and  leave  the  table  .  .  . 
more  or  less  disgruntled? 

Yet  we  quickly  realized  that  it  did  not  pay, 
because  we  began  to  suspect  we  might  be 
acquiring  the  dangerous  habit  of  feeling  sorry 
for  ourselves. 

One  of  my  closest  friends  and  I  were  discussing 
"self-pity"  the  other  evening.  He  offered  a 
suggestion  which  is  worth  passing  on. 

He  said  that  just  before  he  dropped  off  to 
sleep  on  those  nights  when  the  outlook  seemed 


Arno  B.  Reincke.  1934 
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He  could 


particularly  drab  he  called  into  consciousness 
the  picture  of  a  man  he  admired  tremendously 
.  .  .  and  that  as  the  episodes  of  this  man's  life 
unfolded  before  his  inner  vision  they  always 
proved  a  quick  solvent  for  the  accumulation 
of  all  that  day's  "poison."  Thus  my  friend  was 
able  to  drop  off  to  sleep  in  perfect  relaxation 
...  to  awaken  refreshed  the  next  morning 
ready  to  face  the  day  with  renewed  courage. 

The  first  scene  of  his  "picture"  was  laid  in  a 
crossroads  store  in  the  middle  west.  It  was  a 
tense  scene  with  a  tragic  climax,  as  this  man, 
then  twenty-two  years  of  age  and  a  partner  in 
the  store,  had  learned  for  the  first  time  that 
failure  is  easier  to  achieve  than  success.  It 
was  a  bitter  lesson,  punctuated  with  a  sheriff's 
sign  on  the  door  and  the  realization  that  he 
had  lost  every  penny  of  his  savings  which  had 
taken  him  seven  years  to  accumulate.  It  carried 
the  poignant  grief  and  disappointment  of 
early  youth  as  the  young  man  realized  that 
his  first  venture  was  over  and  that  he  must 


take  it 


take  up  his  old  struggle  against  privation  and 
hardship  all  over  again. 


The  scene  then  shifted  to  the  young  man's 
second  partnership.  After  two  years  of  struggle 
to  accumulate  another  stake,  he  tried  again. 
Certainly  this  undertaking  must  succeed!  Had 
he  not  learned  a  bitter  lesson  in  his  first  failure? 
He  would  not  make  the  mistakes  here  which 
had  forced  his  former  partner  into  bankruptcy. 
He  must  succeed  this  time  as  he  felt  that  he 
could  not  endure  another  period  of  hardship 
like  the  last. 

But  he  failed  again !  His  new  partner  drank  up 
all  the  profits  within  two  years.  They  were 
forced  to  sell  their  store.  Not  only  did  this 
young  business  man  see  his  savings  swept 
away  the  second  time,  but  he  faced  the  imme- 
diate possibility  of  assuming  an  indebtedness 
which  he  knew  would  crush  him.  In  despera- 
tion the  partners  agreed  to  terms  of  sale  that 
proved  disastrous.  At  the  end  of  the  year  the 
purchaser  failed  to  make  one  payment,  sold 


He  could 


the  entire  stock  of  merchandise,  gathered  up 
the  receipts  and  took  French  leave.  Then  his 
partner  died,  forcing  the  young  man  to  shoulder 
the  debts  of  both  —  a  catastrophe  which  he 
feared  most. 

It  was  a  bitter  experience  which  took  him 
years  of  miserable  penury  to  erase.  But  he 
refused  to  go  into  bankruptcy  and  paid  the 
last  dollar  of  his  obligation  on  his  thirty-ninth 
birthday. 

*  *  *  *  * 

After  the  second  failure  in  the  mercantile 
business  a  close  friend  then  came  to  his  rescue 
and  offered  him  a  job  as  surveyor.  In  order  to 
accept  he  was  forced  to  borrow  a  small  stake 
to  buy  a  set  of  instruments  and  a  horse.  But 
he  never  took  the  job.  One  of  his  creditors 
levied  on  the  instruments  and  horse  and  took 
them  for  debt.  Destiny  seemed  to  have  singled 
him  out  for  certain  failure. 

***** 

As  trouble  often  follows  "not  as  single  spies, 
but  in  battalions,"  life  then  dealt  him  the  most 


take  it! 


crushing  blow  of  his  career  ...  a  body  blow  to 
the  heart  from  which  his  spirit  never  recovered. 
His  first  and  only  enduring  love  suddenly  died 
and,  as  he  afterward  said,  his  heart  followed 
her  to  the  grave. 

The  blow  was  too  much.  He  went  down  ...  to 
the  verge  of  insanity.  "At  this  period  of  my 
life  I  never  dared  to  carry  a  pocket  knife,"  he 
wrote  long  afterward.  Within  a  year  he  had 
broken  so  completely  that  he  had  to  be  removed 
to  his  parents'  home  three  hundred  miles  away 
and  nursed  back  to  mental  health. 


Ten  years  later  the  sun  broke  through  the 
clouds  for  a  brief  hour.  Believing  that  this 
"failure"  might  succeed  in  politics,  some  of 
his  close  friends  managed  to  secure  his  election 
to  Congress.  But  the  ray  of  hope  was  short- 
lived. Again  he  failed.  His  constituents  refused 
to  return  him  to  Washington  after  he  had 
worried  through  two  short  sessions. 


He  could 


Nine  years  later  those  who  had  known  and 
respected  this  man  of  high  principles  deter- 
mined again  to  help  him.  They  forced  a  politi- 
cal situation  which  placed  him  in  direct  line 
for  nomination  to  the  United  States  Senate. 
Until  one  hour  before  the  state  nominating 
convention  the  entire  electorate  had  conceded 
his  victory.  It  seemed  that  now  retributive 
justice  would  strike  back  at  the  exigencies  of 
his  personal  misfortune  and  reward  him.  But 
at  the  last  moment  a  split  developed  in  the 
party  lines  and  he  was  forced  to  step  aside  and 
yield  the  office  to  a  friendly  opponent.  Again 
failure ! 


Two  years  later  he  made  one  more  attempt  to 
attain  the  senatorship,  meeting  the  state's 
most  popular  candidate  in  a  series  of  open-air 
debates  on  the  question  of  the  hour.  His 
opponent,  a  suave,  experienced  politician  and 
a  gifted  orator,  gave  no  quarter  to  this  misfit 
and  failure. 


take  it 


Again  he  was  overwhelmingly  defeated  ...  in 
his  own  estimation  he  was  down  and  out  of 
politics  at  the  age  of  fifty.  He  had  been  unable 
to  achieve  one  single  personal  victory  after 
thirty  years  of  constant  effort! 


But  the  unseen  forces  of  circumstance  some- 
times move  to  meet  the  great  issue  of  a  human 
life  with  certain  if  disheartening  deliberation. 

Two  years  after  this  last  and  disastrous  defeat 
a  glorious  destiny  compensated  ABRAHAM 
LINCOLN  for  his  years  of  heartache,  dis- 
appointment and  apparent  failure  with  one 
magnificent  stroke  .  .  . 

HE    WAS    ELECTED    PRESIDENT    OF 
THE  UNITED  STATES. 


I  have  repeated  this  picture  as  it  was  given  to 
me  by  my  friend.  You  and  I  frequently  brush 


He  could  take  it! 


shoulders  with  many  men  who  need  this  stim- 
ulant. It  is  worthy  of  an  important  place  in 
the  gallery  of  every  man's  life,  rich  or  poor — 
a  universal  promise  that  we  too  "shall  not 
have  lived  in  vain." 
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American  Name  Plate  M 


FACTORY   AND  GENERAL  OFFICES 
4326  FIFTH  AVENUE  PHONES  KED2IE  8144-5-6 


&  Manufacturing  Co. 

BRANCH  OFFICES  IN  ALU  PRINCIPAL 
CITIES      OF  THE  UNITED  STATES  AND  MEXICO 


Chicago,  III. 


September  18th,  1934 


Lincoln  National  Insurance  Company, 

Fort  Wayne, 

Indiana. 


fit 


19 


Gentlemen: 

We  are  enclosing  a  bronze  metal  etched  plate  which  we 
manufacture,  known  as  "Lincoln's  Failures".  These  plates 
are  made  up  in  two  different  sizes,  one  size  as  per  the 
sample,  and  another  size  12  x  16". 

We  have  found  these  plates  to  be  a  very  attractive 
advertising  medium  and  thought  possibly  it  may  interest 
you  along  these  lines  also,  or  as  a  premium  to  be  given 
with  each  new  policy  sold  or  renewed. 

These  large  plates  are  also  very  attractive  when  framed 
and  can  be  secured  at  a  slight  difference  in  price  over 
the  plates  without  a  frame. 

We  hope  that  we  can  serve  you,  and  if  interested,  we  will 
gladly  submit  prices  to  you. 

Awaiting  your  reply  with  interest,  we  remain 


Yours  very  truly, 


AMERICAN  NAME  PLATE  &  MBG.  CO. 


J.   G.   Chalcraft 

Manager 


JGC/LK 
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September  21,  1934 


American  tame  Plate  &  Mfg.  Co. 
4336  Fifth  Awe. 
Chicago,  111. 

Gentle^^en:   Attention  J.G.  Chalcraft 

Your  specialty  entitled  •Lincoln1 s  Failures" 
h^s  been  forwarded  to  this  department,  but  I  do  not 
know  of  any  way  Just  now  that  we  could  use  this.  We 
will  be  very  glad*  however,  to  Iceep  the  sample  on  file 
with  letter  Attached  in  case  an  occasion  does  arise 
where  they  might  be  need  judiciously. 

Tery  tr  ly  yours. 


Director 
LAW: SB  Lincoln  national  Life  Foundation 


t 


g  Here  Saturday! 


v 


A- 


if  i  /i     :,{ 


Lincoln's  Failure 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  young1 
man  he  ran  for  the  legislature  in  Illinois 
and  was  badly  swamped. 

He  next  entered  business,  failed,  and 
spent  17  years  of  his  life  paying  up  the 
debts  of  a  worthless  partner. 

He  fell  in  love  with  a  beautiful  young 
woman  to  whom  he  became  engaged — 
then  she  died. 

Entering  politics  he  ran  for  congress  and 
was  badly  beaten. 

He  then  tried  to  get  an  appointment  to 
the  United  States  Land  Office,  but  failed. 

He  became  a  candidate  for  the  United 
States  Senate  and  was  unsuccessful. 

In  1856  he  became  a  candidate  for  the 
vice  presidency  and  was  again  defeated. 

In  1858  he  again  ran  for  the  Senate  and 
was  beaten  by  Douglas. 

But  in  the  face  of  all  these  frustrations 
and  failures,  he  eventually  achieved  the 
highest  success  attainable  in  life,  an  un- 
dying fame  to  the  end  of  time. 


£MCU   off- 


THE 


CHARLES  O.  REYNOLDS  CO. 

GENERAL  AGENTS 

PHONE:  CENTRAL  8013 


ITS     NAME     INDICATES 
ITS     CHARACTER 


NATIONAL 


LIFE     INSURANCE     COMPANY 


<yrum£ 


FORT       WAYNE.      IND. 


SUITE  2120.   135  S.   LA  SALLE  STREET 

field  building 
Chicago,  Illinois 


July,  1936 


An  Open  Letter 
To  Our  Friends 
and  Neighbors: 

In  a  desire  to  help  along  the  efforts  of  the 
Chambers  of  Commerce  and  other  organizations  throughout 
the  United  States  to  push  forward  the  current  improvement 
in  business  —  we  are  broadcasting  these  Bulletins  that 
"Business  Is  Getting  Better." 

Business  IS  getting  better.  There  can  be  no 
doubt  of  that.  But  in  every  organization,  men  still 
need  the  encouragement  of  this  reminder  as  they  go  about 
their  daily  tasks  —  whether  it  is  selling  merchandise, 
services,  or  life  insurance. 

In  addition  we  are  enclosing  a  little  inspira- 
tional message  long  used  by  this  Agency  of  the  Lincoln 
National  Life  Insurance  Company,  entitled  "Lincoln's 
Failures." 

If  you  should  want  additional  copies  of  either 
of  these  Bulletins,  let  us  know.  We  will  be  glad  to 
supply  them  with  our  compliments. 

Let's  spread  the  good  news  that  "Business  Is 
Getting  Better."  And  let  us  help  to  keep  the  ball  roll- 
ing. For  --  what  Helps  Business helps  all  of  us. 


CORieJw 


lllhflt  HalpA 


Sincerely, 

CHARLES  0.  REYNOLDS  CO. 
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CHARLES    O.    REYNOLDS 


MINUTE 
MAN 
CLUB 


GENERAL   AGENT 


The  Lincoln  National  Life  Insurance  Co. 


^pSL^C^t-^    /( 


TELEPHONE 
CENTRAL  801  3 


SUITE  2120   FIELD   BUILDING 

135  SOUTH   LASALLE  STREET 

CHICAGO.  ILLINOIS 


LINCOLN'S   FAILURES 


\Vnen  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  young  man 
he  ran  for  the  legislature  in  Illinois,  and  was 
badly  swamped.  He  next  entered  business, 
railed,  and  spent  17  years  of  his  life  paying 
up  the  debts  of  a  worthless  partner.  Q^He 
fell  in  love  -with  a  beautiful  young  woman 
to  whom  he  became  engaged — then  she  died. 
(S^  Entering  politics  he  ran  for  Congress  and 
was  badly  defeated.  He  then  tried  to 
get  an  appointment  to  the  United  States 
Land  Office,  but  failed.  d^He  became  a 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  and 
was  badly  defeated.  C£  In  1856  he  became 
a  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  and  was 
again  defeated.  (Q^  In  1858  he  was  defeated 
by  Douglas.  ^  But  in  the  face  of  all  this 
defeat  and  failure,  he  eventually  achieved 
the  highest  success  attainable  in  life,  and 
undying  fame  to  the  end  of  time. 


^ifz^y^ 


S?. 


July  14,   1938 


Mr.  Harry  Hoa«n 
Suite  3120  Field  Buildi  g 
135  South  LaSalle  Street 
Chicago,   Illinois 

My  &  )&r  Mr,  Bo  sen: 

Thank  you  -very  much  for  sending  the  very  in- 
teresting broadside  on  ♦'Lincoln's  Pa1  lures)"     I  regret, 
however,    that  most  of  it  is  not   true.     That  is  one 
reason  why  we  -have  not  featured  this  interesting  state- 
ment in  our  publication. 

The  sentiment  is  fine  out  it  is  not  based  on 
facts. 

Very  truly  yours, 


IAtfj3IB  Director 


Re  i  nc  k  o ,   Ar  n  o  1  c.   8 . 

THE     MILWAUKEE     JOURNAL 


SMTI/.BZMY,  FEBRUARY 


Three  ages  of  Abraham  Lincoln:  Left,  a  daguerreotype  of  the  early  I840's;  center,  a  photograph  of  1856;  right,  the  last 

photograph  of  the  president,  taken  shortly  before  his  death. 

Lincoln,  the  Successful  'Failure9 

A  Businessman  Finds  Relief  From  Worry  in  Reviewing  Incidents  of  the  Life  of  a  Man  Who  Could  'Take  It' 

and  Who  Compensated  for  Years  of  Defeat  With  a  Single  Great  Victory 


From  a  Reader's  Digest  condensa- 
tion of  a  privately  printed  book' 
let    by   Arno  B.   Reincke. 

A  FRIEND  and  I  were  discussing 
"self-pity"  the  other  evening 
when  he  offered  a  suggestion  which 
is  worth  passing  on: 

Just  before  he  drops  to  sleep  on 
those  nights  when  the  outlook  seems 
particularly  drab  he  calls  into  con- 
sciousness the  picture  of  a  man  he 
admires  tremendously.  As  the  epi- 
sodes of  this  man's  life  unfold  before 
his  inner  vision  they  always  prove  a 
quick  solvent  for  the  day's  accumu- 
lated "poison."  Thus  my  friend  is 
able  to  fall  asleep  in  perfect  relaxa- 
tion, to  awaken  with  renewed  cour- 
age. 

The  first  scene  of  his  picture  is 
laid  in  a  crossroads  store  in  the  mid- 
dle west,  where  a  young  man  of  22, 
a  partner  in  the  store,  had  learned 
for  the  first  time  that  failure  is 
easier  to  achieve  than  success.  It 
was  a  bitter  lesson  punctuated  with 
a  sheriff's  sign  on  the  door  and  the 
realization  that  he  had  lost  every 
penny  of  seven  years'  savings.   This 


tense  scene  carries  with  it  all  of 
early  youth's  poignant  grief  and  dis- 
appointment. 

•    •    • 

The  scene  then  shifts  to  the  young 
man's  second  partnership.  After  two 
years  of  struggle  to  accumulate  an- 
other stake,  he  tried  again,  deter- 
mined not  to  repeat  the  mistakes 
which  had  forced  his  former  partner 
into  bankruptcy.  He  must  succeed 
this  time;  he  could  not  endure  an- 
other period  of  hardship  like  the  last. 

But  he  failed  again!  His  new  part- 
ner drank  up  all  the  profits  within 
two  years.  Not  only  did  this  young 
businessman  see  his  savings  swept 
away  the  second  time,  but  he  faced 
an  indebtedness  which  he  knew 
would  crush  him. 

In  desperation  the  partners  agreed 
to  terms  of  sale  that  proved  disas- 
trous. At  the  end  of  the  year  the  pur- 
chaser failed  to  make  his  payment, 
sold  the  entire  stock  of  merchandise, 
gathered  up  the  receipts  and  took 
French  leave.  Then  the  partner  died, 
forcing  the  young  man  to  shoulder 
the  debts  of  both. 

It  was  a  bitter  experience  but  he 


refused  to  go  into  bankruptcy  and, 
after  years  of  miserable  penury,  on 
his  thirty-ninth  birthday,  he  paid  the 
last  dollar  of  his  obligations. 

After  this  second  mercantile  fail- 
ure a  friend  came  to  his  rescue  with 
the  offer  of  a  job  as  surveyor.  He 
was  forced  to  borrow  in  order  to  buy 
a  set  of  instruments  and  a  horse. 
But  he  never  took  the  job.  One  of 
his  creditors  levied  on  the  instru- 
ments and  horse  and  took  them  for 
debt.  Destiny  seemed  to  have  sin- 
gled him  out  for  failure. 

•     •     * 

Life  then  dealt  him  the  most 
crushing  blow  of  his  career — a  blow 
to  the  heart  from  which  his  spirit 
never  recovered.  His  first  and  only 
enduring  love  suddenly  died  and,  as 
he  afterward  said,  his  heart  followed 
her  to  the  grave. 

It  was  too  much.  He  went  down, 
to  the  verge  of  insanity.  "At  this 
period  of  my  life  I  never  dared  to 
carry  a  pocketknife,"  he  wrote  long 
afterward.  Within  a  year  he  had 
broken  so  completely  that  he  had  to 
be  removed  to  his  parents'  home  300 


miles    away    and    nursed    back    to 
mental  health. 

•    •    • 

Ten  years  later  the  sun  broke 
through  the  clouds  for  a  brief  hour. 
Believing  that  this  "failure"  might 
succeed  in  politics,  some  of  his 
friends  secured  his  election  to  con- 
gress. But  again  he  failed.  After 
he  had  worried  through  two  short 
sessions  his  constituents  refused  to 
return  him  to  Washington. 

Nine  years  later  those  who  knew 
and  respected  this  man  of  high  prin- 
ciples determined  again  to  help  him. 
Thfy  forced  a  political  situation 
which  placed  him  in  direct  line  for 
nomination  to  the  United  States, 
senate. 

Until  one  hour  before  the  state 
nominating  convention  the  entire 
electorate  had  conceded  his  victory. 
But  at  that  last  moment  a  split  de- 
veloped in  the  party  lines  and  he 
was  forced  to  step  aside  and  yield 
the  office  to  a  friendly  opponent. 
Again  failure! 


m 


I  Two  years  later  he  made  one  more 
attempt  to  attain  the  senatorship, 
meeting  the  state's  most  popular 
candidate  in  a  series  of  open  air  de- 
bates on  the  questions  of  the  hour. 
His  opponent,  a  suave,  experienced 
politician  and  a  gifted  orator,  gave 
no  quarter  to  this  misfit  and  failure. 

Again  he  was  overwhelmingly  de- 
feated. 

•    •    • 

In    his    own    estimation    he    was! 
down  and  out  of  politics  at  the  age ' 
of    50.      He    had    been     unable    to 
achieve  one  single  personal  victory 
in  30  years  of  constant  effort! 

But  the  unseen  forces  of  circum- 
stance sometimes  move  to  meet  the 
great  issue  of  a  human  life  with  cer- 
tain if  disheartening  deliberation. 

Two  years  after  this  last  and  dis- 
astrous defeat,  destiny  with  one 
magnificent  stroke  compensated 
this  man  for  his  years  of  heartache, 
disappointment  and  failure. 

He  was  elected  president  of  the 
United  States. 
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THIS  WEEK  Tn^iJational  Sunday  Magazine     485  Lexington  Avenue,  N.   Y.   N.  Y.     February  10,  1957 


You  can  learn  from  Lincoln  .  .  . 


Failure 
Isn't  Fatal 


By  The  Reverend  JAMES  KELLER,  mm. 


Too  often,  it  seems  to  me,  people  lose  their  courage  in  facing  life 
because  of  past  failures  or  fear  that  they  may  fail  in  the  future. 
One  good  way  to  cure  such  fears  is  to  remember  the  story  of  a 
man  who  actually  built  a  lifetime  of  accomplishments  out  of 
defeats.  The  following  litany  of  failures  that  punctuated  his  life 
throughout  30  years  is  a  living  and  eloquent  example  of  the 
successful  use  of  defeat  in  achieving  victory.  Abraham  Lincoln's 
record  is  as  follows : 


1.  Lost  jab  1832 

2.  Defeated  for  legislature  1832 

3.  Failed  in  business  1833 

4.  Elected  to  legislature  1834 

5.  Sweetheart  died  1835 

6.  Had  nervous  breakdown  1836 

7.  Defeated  for  Speaker  1838 

8.  Defeated  for  nomination  for 

Congress  1843 


9.  Elected  to  Congress  1846 

10.  Lost  renomination  1848 

1 1 .  Rejected  for  Land  Officer  1849 

12.  Defeated  for  Senate  1854 

1 3 .  Defeated  for  nomination  for 

Vice-President  1856 

14.  Again  defeated  for  Senate 

1858 

15.  Elected  President  1860 


Lincoln's  deep  conviction  that  God  had  given  him  a  mission  to 
fulfill  accounted  in  no  small  way  for  his  deep  humility  and  ability 
to  push  on  in  the  face  of  difficulties  and  failures  that  would  have 
discouraged  most  people. 

His  abiding  faith  was  well  summed  up  in  this  comment  which 
he  made  after  becoming  President :  "God  selects  His  own  instru- 
ments, and  sometimes  they  are  queer  ones ;  for  instance,  He  chose 
me  to  steer  the  ship  through  a  great  crisis." 

You,  too,  in  God's  providence  can  be  an  instrument  in  bring- 
ing His  love,  truth  and  peace  to  a  world  in  urgent  need  of  it. 

And  with  Abraham  Lincoln,  you  too  can  learn  to  say :  "With 
God's  help  I  shall  not  fail." 


FATHER  KELLER  is  the  founder  and  director  of  "The  Christo- 
phers" whose  motto  is,  "Better  to  light  one  candle  than  to  curse  the 
darkness."  He  is  also  the  author  of  many  books, 
among  them,  "You  Can  Change  The  World." 
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The  Tulsa   Tribune 
Feb.   12,    1957 


Failure  Wasn't  Fatal  to  Lincoln 


He  Was  Defeated  13  of  14 

By  THE  REVEREND  JAMES  KELLER,  M.M. 
In  This  Week  Magazine 

TOO  OFTEN,  it  seems  to  me,  people  lose  their 
courage  in  facing  life  because  of  past  failures 
or  fear  that  they  may  fail  in  the  future. 

One  good  way  to  cure  such  fears  is  to  remem- 
ber the  story  of  a  man  who  actually  built  a  life- 
time of  accomplishments  out  of  defeats.  The  fol- 
lowing litany  of  failures  that  punctuated  his  life 
throughout  30  years  is  a  living  and  eloquent  ex- 
ample of  the  successful  use  of  defeat  in  achiev- 
ing victory.  Abraham  Lincoln's  record  is  as 
follows: 

1.  Lost  job  in  1832 

2.  Defeated  jor   legislature   1832    I 

3.  Failed  in  business  1833 

4.  Elected  to  legislature  1834 

5.  Sweetheart  died  1835 

6.  Had  nervous  breakdown  1836 

7.  Defeated  for  Speaker  1838    • 

8.  Defeated  for  nomination  for  Congress 
1843     ^ 


Times  Before  1860  Election, 

9.  Elected  to  Congress  1846 

10.  Lost  renomination  1848  (j 

11.  Rejected  for  Land  Officer  1849 

12.  Defeated  for  Senate  1854   < 

13.  Defeated  for  nomination  for  Vice 
President  1856   '- 

14.  Again  defeated  for  Senate  1858 

15.  Elected  President  1860 

Lincoln's  deep  conviction  that  God  had  given 
him  a  mission  to  fulfill  accounted  in  no  small 
way  for  his  deep  humility  and  ability  to  push  on 
in  the  face  of  difficulties  and  failures  that  would 
have  discouraged  most  people. 

His  abiding  faith  was  well  summed  up  in  this 
comment  which  he  made  after  becoming  Presi- 
dent: "God  selects  His  own  instruments,  and 
sometimes  they  are  queer  ones;  for  instance. 
He  chose  me  to  steer  the  ship  through  a  great 
cris'is."    --■■ 

You,  \o6.  In  God's  providence  can  be  an  instru- 
ment in  bringing  His  love,  truth  and  peace  to  a 
world  in  urgent  need  of  it. 

And  w^th  Abraham  Lincoln,  you  too  can  learn 
to  say:  "With  God's  help  I  shall  not  fail." 


I 


' "** 

MORE  OR  LESS  PERSONAL 

_  A  Chat  with  the  EDITOR  — 

1)  Failed  in  business  1831 

2)  Defeated  for  Legislature  1832 

3)  Again  failed  in  business  J833 

4)  Elected  to  Legislature  1834 

5)  Sweetheart  died  1835 

6)  Had  nervous  breakdown  1836 

7)  Defeated   for  speaker  1838 

8)  Defeated  for  elector  1840 

9)  Defeated  for  land  officer  1843   < 

10)  Defeated  for  Congress  1843 

11)  Elected   to   Congress  1846 

12)  Defeated  for  Congress  1848 

13)  Defeated  for  Senate  1855 

14)  Defeated    for    vice    president      1856 

15)  Defeated  for  Senate  1858 

16)  Elected  President  I860 

*        *       * 

This  tabulation  is  only  a  small  part  of 
the  story  of  the  heavy  price  in  disappoint- 
ment, hardship  and  suffering  which  Abra- 
ham Lincoln  paid,  from  youth  to  death,  to 
serve  his  fellow  men.  I  know  many  of  you 
have  seen    it    before.    A 

A    Notable     reader  saw  it  again  in  a 
A   IVOiaoie    uule    pamphlet    pUt    out 

'Failure  by  "The  Christophers"  of 
Father  James  Keller.  He 
brought  it  in  with  the  comment  that  a  con- 
sideration of  the  Lincoln  story— the  story 
of  a  man  fortified  by  high  purpose  and 
love  of  God  and  man  to  endure  the  re- 
peated "failure"  that  was  his  lot— is  a  good 
antidote  for  the  worship  of  superficial  suc- 
cess in  which  so  many  of  us  indulge.  Lin- 
coln's failures  and  defeats  are  in  fact  an 
integral  part  of  his  triumph  and  glory, 
which  is  to  say  that  failure  and  defeat  are 
tricky  words  which  don't  necessarily  mean 

what  they  seem. 

•  •      * 

My  visitor  remarked  that  he  imagined 
Lincoln  might  have  been  able  to  turn 
many  of  those  defeats  into  victories  if  he 
had  compromised  with  principle  here  and 
there.  Lincoln  did  compromise  a  goou 
deal,  as  a  matter  of  fact,  but  only  on  ways 
of  achieving  the  purposes  he  held  high- 
est. The  one  enduring  triumph  was  worth 
all  the  defeats— if     that     is     what  they 

really  were. 

*  *      * 

.._. ii  „  _..+<.+»  *-  --■•-•i* 


Feb.,    1964 


Lincoln's  Failures  Spurred  Him  On 


HE  WAS  BORN  on  Feb.  12,  1809,  in  a 
primitive  Kentucky  log  cabin  of  par- 
ents who  fought  an  unrelenting  battle 
for  survival  against  an  unyielding  land. 

In  his  lifetime,  he  attended  less  than 
a  year  of  school  because  facilities  were 
few  and  the  time  could  better  be  spent 
helping  his  parents  survive. 

His  father  lost  his  land  and  the  fam- 
ily moved  to  Indiana  to  resume  the 
same  wearisome  resistance  to  poverty 
and  hunger.  His  mother  died  when  he 
was  a  young  man;  only  one  of  his  own 
four  sons  lived  to  maturity. 

He  educated  himself  at  night  by  fire- 
place light  and  his  blackboard  was  a 
piece  of  wood.  He  ran  for  the  state 
Legislature  and  was  defeated.  He 
bought  a  partnership  in  a  store,  which 
failed,  leaving  him  heavily  in  debt. 

Finally  elected  to  the  state  Leg- 
islature, he  later  failed  in  a  campaign 
for  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives. 
He  did  not  run  again  because  an  issue 
he  supported  proved  unpopular.  A  pub- 
lic appointment  he  sought  was  denied. 

A  leader  in  organization  of  the  Re- 
publican Party  in  1856,  he  failed  to  get 
his  party's  nomination  for  vice  presi- 
dent that  year.  Two  years  later  he  was 
defeated  in  a  bid  for  the  U.S.  Senate. 

Who  was  this  man?  He  was  Abra- 


ham Lincoln,  the  16th  president  of  the 
United  States  and  one  of  the  greatest 
statesmen  in  history. 

Each  defeat  was  a  victory  because 
he  learned  its  lesson  and  transcended 
its  setback.  His  staunch  courage  in  the 
face  of  adversity,  his  unfailing  honesty 
and  his  philosophy  that  the  course  of 
American  democracy  determines  the 
fate  of  democracy  throughout  the  world 
are  as  valid  today  as  they  were  a  cen- 
tury ago. 

Today,  on  the  155th  anniversary  of 
his  birth,  we  must  rededicate  ourselves 
anew  to  the  principles  of  Abrham  Lin- 
coln which  made  us  a  nation  united. 


This  Will  Make  You 
Feel  Better 


If  you  sometimes 

get  discouraged, 

consider  this  fellow: 

He  dropped  out 

of  grade  school. 

Ran  a  country  store. 

Went  broke. 

Took  15  years 

to  pay  off 

his  bills. 

Took  a  wife. 

Unhappy  marriage. 

Ran  for  House. 

Lost  twice. 

Ran  for  Senate. 

Lost  twice. 

Delivered  speech 

that  became 

a  classic. 

Audience  indifferent. 

Attacked  daily 

by  the  press 

and  despised 

by  half  the  country 

Despite  all  this, 

imagine 

how  many  people 

all  over  the  world 

have  been 

inspired 

by  this  awkward, 

rumpled, 

brooding  man 

who  signed  his  name 

simply 

A.  Lincoln. 


United  T=hnolo»<»  Cajanum  J  mt, 


How  we  perform  as  individuals  will  determine 
how  we  perform  as  a  nation.  FREE:  If  you  would  like 
an  8'/2"  x  1 1"  reprint  of  this  message,  write  to 
United  Technologies,  Box  360,  Hartford,  CT  06141 


;  4     The  Sun    Wednesday,   February   11,  1987 
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Sunday 

1  Samuel 
28:3-19 

Monday 

2  Samuel 
22:1-20 

Tuesday 
2  Chronicles 
\  19:4-11 

Wednesday 

Psalm 

3:1-8 

Thursday 

Psalm 

4:1-8 

Friday 
Psalm 
18:1-19 

j  Saturday 
27:1-14 


Years  ago,  someone  catalogued  the  following  failures: 

Fa//ed  Co  business,  '31  Defeated  for  elector,  '40 

Defeated  for  legislature,  '32  Defeated  for  Congress,  '48 

Failed  in  business  again,  '33  Defeated  for  Senate,  '55 

Elected  to  legislature,  '34  Defeated  for  Vice 


Sweetheart  died,  '35 
Suffered  nervous 
breakdown,  '36 
Defeated  for  speaker,  '38 


President,  '56 
Defeated  for  Senate,  '58 
Elected  for  President  of  the 

United  States,  '60 


Scriptures  Selected  by 
nw  American  Bible  Society 


This  man  of  failures?  Abraham  Lincoln 

Failures  do  not  make  A  FAILURE,  but  rather  CAN  MAKE  the 

person.  Failures  hurt,  but  they  do  not  stop  God.  He  has  a  way  of  s 

taking  the  tangled  failures  of  persons'  lives  and  weaving  a  tap-  , 

estry  that  not  only  helps,  but  becomes  "a  thing  of  beauty  and  joy  i  c 

forever."  N 
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DAILY  NEWS 


ADVICE 


ereVan  Encouraging -Word 


ti 


DEAR  READERS:  THE  FOLLOW- 
ing  message  by  United  Technol- 
ogies Corporation  appeared  in  the 
Wall  Street  Journal  (1986).  It  should  be 
clipped  and  taped  to  the  bathroom  mir- 
ror of  anyone  who  needs  a  boost.  When 
confidence  flags  and  you  feel  like  throw- 
ing in  the  towel,  read  it. 

Some  folks  may  think  it's  corny,  but  I 
find  it  inspirational. 

This  Will  Make  You  Feel  Better 
If  you  sometimes  get  discouraged,  con-     , 
sider  this  fellow:  £  -'-si^.  fgj&i  :%  •---.:.  fe^.^^^,^^^^i^^^^^^^^^^^^^^^ 

He  dropped  out  of  grade  school.       . 
Ran  a  country  store.         -  ' 
Went  broke. 

Took  15  years  to  pay  off  his 
bills.  r 

7     Took  a  wife.  Unhappy  mar- 


riage. 


Ran  for  House.  Lost  furice: 
Ran  for  Senate.  Lost  twice. 
Delivered  speech  that  be- 
came a  classic. 
Audience  indifferent 
Attacked  daily  by  the  press 
and   despised   by   half  the 
country. 

Despite  all  this,  imagine 
how  many  people  all  over 
the  world  have  been- in- 
spired by  this  awkward,  rum- 
pled, brooding  man,  who 
signed  his  name  simply,  - 
A  Lincoln. 


Vol.  M/No.  ID 


A  monthly  mixture 
of  horse  sense 
and  common  sense 
about  working 
with  people. 

BITS 
&PIECES 


IN  THIS  ISSUE 

PAGE          1 

Stay  interested. . . 

2 

Never  stop  learning. . . 

7 

Failure  can  lead  to  success. . . 

11 

Don't  let  a  weakness  stop  you. . . 

23 

the  ranks  said:  "It's  simple.  /  never  had  a  job 
I  didn't  like." 


t's  a  rare  person  who  doesn't  get  discour- 
aged. Whether  it  happens  to  us  or  to  an 
associate  we're  trying  to  cheer  up,  the  answer 
centers  around  one  word:  perseverance. 

The  value  of  courage,  persistence,  and  per- 
severance has  rarely  been  illustrated  more  con- 
vincingly than  in  the  life  story  of  this  man  (his 


age  appears  in  the  column  on  the 

right): 

Failed  in  business 

22 

Ran  for  Legislature — defeated 

23 

Again  failed  in  business 

24 

Elected  to  Legislature 

25 

Sweetheart  died 

26 

Had  a  nervous  breakdown 

27 

Defeated  for  Speaker 

29 

Defeated  for  Elector 

31 

Defeated  for  Congress 

34 

Elected  to  Congress 

37 

Defeated  for  Congress 

39      , 

Defeated  for  Senate 

46    I 

Defeated  for  Vice  President 

4ZJ 

' ^                     J^ 

Defeated  for  Senate 

Elected  President  of  the  United  States 

That's  the  record  of  Abraham  Lincoln. 


You  may  be  disappointed  if  you  fail,  but  you 
are  doomed  if  you  don't  try. 

BEVERLY  SILLS 

Natural  talent,  intelligence,  a  wonderful 
education — none  of  these  guarantees  success. 
Something  else  is  needed:  the  sensitivity  to 
understand  what  other  people  want  and  the 
willingness  to  give  it  to  them.  Worldly  suc- 
cess depends  on  pleasing  others.  No  one  is  go- 
ing to  win  fame,  recognition,  or  advancement 
just  because  he  or  she  thinks  it's  deserved. 
Someone  else  has  to  think  so  too. 

JOHN   LUTHER 


father  and  his  small  son  were  out  walk- 
ing one  afternoon  when  the  youngster  asked 
how  the  electricity  went  through  the  wires 
stretched  between  the  telephone  poles. 


Xtncoln's  failures 


WHEN  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  A  YOUNG  MAN  HE  RAN  FOR  THE  LEG- 
ISLATURE IN  ILLINOIS  AND  WAS  BADLV  SWAMPED.  HE  NEXT  ENTERED 
BUSINESS,  FAILED  AND  SPENT  1 7  YEARS  OF  HIS  LIFE  PAYING  UP  THE 
DEBTS  OF  A  WORTHLESS  PARTNER.  <  HE  FELL  IN  LOVE  WITH  A 
BEAUTIFUL  YOUNG  WOMAM  TO  WHOM  HE  BECAME  ENGAGED  -  THEN 
SHE  DIED.  •*  ENTERING  POLITICS  HE  RAN  FOR  CONGRESS  AND  WAS 
BADLY  DEFEATED.  HE  THEN  TRIED  TO  GET  AN  APPOINTMENT  TO 
THE  UNITED  STATES  LAND  OFFICE,  BUT  FAILED-  .•*  HE  BECAME 
A  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  UNITED  STATES  SENATE  AND  WAS  BADLY 
DEFEATED.  *  IN  1 856  HE  BECAM '  A  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE  VICE- 
PRESIDENCY  AND  WAS  AGAIN  DEFEATED  BY  DOUGLAS.  ■<■  BUT  IN 
THE  FACE  OF  ALL  THIS  DEFEAT  AND  FAILURE,  HE  EVENTUALLY 
ACHIEVED  THE  HIGHEST  SUCCESS  ATTAINABLE  IN  LIFE,  AND  UNDY- 
ING FAMc  TO  THZ  END  OF  TIME. 


WHO'S  DISCOURAGED? 

TV7HEN    Abraham    Lincoln    was    a    young    man, 
"     he  ran  for  the  Legislature  In  Illinois  and  was 
badly  swamped. 

He  next  entered  business,  failed,  and  spent 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  paying  up  the  debts  of 
a  worthless  partner. 

He  was  in  love  with  a  beautiful  woman  to 
whom  he  became  engaged.  Then  she  died. 

Entering  politics  again,  he  ran  for  Congress 
and  was  badly  defeated. 

He  then  tried  to  get  an  appointment  to  the 
United  States  Land  Office  but  failed. 

He  became  a  candidate  for  the  United  States 
Senate  and  was  badly  defeated. 

In  1856,  he  became  a  candidate  for  the  Vice- 
Pi  esidency  and  was  again  defeated. 

One  failure  after  another — bad  failures — 
great  setbacks. 

In  the  face  of  all  this,  he  eventually  became 
one  of  the  country's  greatest  men. 


V. 


Defeated  as  Candidate  for  Legislature  1832 

Defeated  in  Business  and  Lost  His  Property  1833 

Defeated  as  Candidate  for  Speaker  1838 

Defeated  as  Candidate  for  Elector  1840 
Defeated  as  Candidate  for  Commissioner 

of  General  Land  Office  1843 
Defeated  as  Candidate  for  Congressional  Nomination  1843 
Defeated  as  Candidate  for  Re-election  to  Congress   1848 

Candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator  1855 

Candidate  for  Tice 

Presidential  Nomination  1856 

Defeated  as  Candidate  for  U.  S.  Senator  1858 

ELECTED  TO  PRESIDENCY  OF  U.  S.  1860 


Defeated  as 
Defeated  as 


On  February  12,  we  commemorate  the  birth  of  a  GREAT  MAN. 

So  much  has  already  been  written  and  said  about  him,  that  any- 
thing added  here  must  necessarily  be  repetition.  His  character 
and  life  have  challenged  the  descriptive  powers  of  a  thousand 
pens;  his  memory  is  enshrined  in  the  hearts  of  all  Americans. 
Indeed,  if  there  is  an  American  Saint  ...  Abraham  Lincoln  is  he. 

His  name  has  become  a  synonym  for  charity  and  tolerance;  for  a 
deep  sympathy  with  and  understanding  of  all  men;  for  a  strong 
sense  of  justice  and  equality;  for  an  unwavering  fealty  to  the 
honest  and  the  right;  for  wisdom  and  for  vision.  These  things 
were  the  elements  which  joined  in  one  man  to  make  him  the 
Greatest  American. 


Where  did  he  get  them?  What  was  there  in  his  life  or  heritage 
that  should  have  endowed  him  with  so  many  of  the  attributes  we 
all  aspire  to? 

Obviously,  it  was  in  sorrow  and  disappointment  that  he  found  the 
elements  of  greatness;  in  defeat  and  failure  the  strength  to 
succeed. 

On  the  opposite  page  is  printed  a  list  of  his  political  and 
business  defeats.  Is  there  anything  in  that  record  which  re- 
flects inborn  greatness,  or  which  forecasts  his  ascent  to  the 
heights  he  ultimately  achieved?  Time  after  time,  with  deadening 
monotony,  life  dealt  him  its  most  numbing  blows  . . .  took  from 
him  his  greatest  love,  bankrupted  him,  buffeted  him,  laughed  at 
him. 

But  it  could  not  embitter  him.  Nor  could  it  drown  his  unconquer- 
able spirit . 

Bather,  by  some  strange  alchemy  of  will  he  filtered  from  the 
gall  and  wormwood  of  his  failures  the  ingredients  of  his  tremen- 
dous success  and  noble  character. 


Greatness  like  Lincoln's  is  not  vouchsafed  to  all  men,  because 
not  all  men  are  required  to  pass  the  terrible  test  that  was  his. 
But  in  each  of  us  is  hidden  the  power  to  do  -  in  smaller  measure 
at  least  -  what  he  did.  From  our  less  difficult  problems  and 
milder  disappointments  we  too  can  -  if  we  will  -  draw  the 
strength  and  the  knowledge  to  achieve  worthwhile  progress  and 
lasting  success. 


LINCOLN'S    FAILURES 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  young  man 
he  ran  for  the  legislature  in  Illinois,  and  was 
hadly  swamped,  lie  next  entered  business, 
railed,  and  spent  17  years  or  his  lire  paying 
up  the  debts  or  a  worthless  partner.  (H^xle 
fell  in  love  with  a  beautiful  young  woman 
to  whom  he  became  engaged — then  she  died. 
di^  Entering  politics  he  ran  for  Congress  and 
was  badly  defeated.  lie  then  tried  to 
get  an  appointment  to  the  United  States 
Land  (Druce^  but  failed,  d^ile  became  a 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  and 
was  badly  defeated.  CU^  In  1856  he  became 
a  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  and  was 
again  defeated.  CH^  In  1858  he  was  defeated 
by  Douglas,  dl^  But  in  the  face  or  all  this 
defeat  and  failure,,  he  eventually  achieved 
the  highest  success  attainable  in  life,  and 
undying  fame  to  the  end  of  time. 
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Candidate  for  Illinois  Legislature 


Sought  Speakership  of  H.  of  ^ep. 
Candidate  for  Illinois  legislature 
fought  speakership  of  H.  of  Rep, 
Sought  nomination  for  Congress. 
Presidential  Elector  for  Clay.     (?) 
Candidate  for  Congress. 
Sought  Land  Office  Co  Amission. 
Offered  Oovernorship  of  Oregon. 
Presidential  elector  for  Scott.    (?) 
Candidate  for  111.  Legislature. 
Candidate  for  Senator, 
.'a  *ed  for  Vice  Presidency  (tit  votes' 
Candidate  for  Senator. 
Candidate  for  President. 
Candidate  for  President. 


Elected. 
Elected. 
Elected. 

Elected. 


Elected. 

Declined. 

Elected. 


Elected. 
Elected. 


Defeated. 


Defeated. 

Defeated. 
Defeated. 

Ifcfeated. 

Defeated. 
Defeated. 

Defeated. 
Defeated. 
Defeated . 


Elected  Captain  in  Black  Hawk  V'ar. 
1    'u  Declined  to  run  for  Governor  of  Ills. 

Declined  re-no^ination  for  Congress. 


LINCOLN'S   FAILURES 


When  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  young  man 
he  ran  for  the  legislature  in  Illinois,  and  was 
badly  swamped.  He  next  entered  business, 
railed,  and  spent  17  years  or  his  lire  paying 
up  the  debts  of  a  worthless  partner.  U^He 
fell  in  love  with  a  beautiful  young  woman 
to  whom  he  became  engaged— then  she  died, 
d^  Entering  politics  he  ran  for  Congress  and 
was  badly  defeated.  He  then  tried  to 
get  an  appointment  to  the  United  States 
Land  Office,  but  failed.  ^He  became  a 
candidate  for  the  United  States  Senate  and 
was  badly  defeated.  d£  In  1856  he  became 
a  candidate  for  the  vice  presidency  and  was 
again  defeated.  ([[» In  1858  he  was  defeated 
by  Douglas,  Q  But  in  the  face  of  all  this 
defeat  and  failure,  he  eventually  achieved 
the  highest  success  attainable  in  life,  and 
undying  fame  to  the  end  of  time. 


DON'T  BE  DISCOURAGED. 


LINCOLN  Went  to  School  Less 
Than  a  Year  All  Told 


LINCOLN  Lost  His  First  Regular 
Job  in  Less  Than  a  Year 


LINCOLN  Failed  as  a  Country 
Storekeeper 


LINCOLN  Failed  in  Re-Election 
for  the  Illinois  Legislature 


LINCOLN  Failed  to  Get  a  Nomi- 
nation for  Congress 


LINCOLN  Failed  to  Get  a  Position 
He  Wanted  in  the  Government  Land 
Office 


LINCOLN  Failed  to  be  Re-El ected 
to  the  United  States  Senate  in 
the  Campaign  of  1855 


LINCOLN  Failed  to  Get  the  Nomi- 
nation for  Vice-President  in  1856 


LINCOLN  Failed  to  Be  Elected  to 
the  United  States  Senate  in  1858 


—but  he  recognized  life  as  one  continu- 
ous school  and  NEVER  stopped  studying. 


but  undaunted  he  went  ahead  on  a  new  job 


-but  he  simply  charged  up  that  failure 
to  experience  in  his  upward  striving. 


-but  with  indomitable  desire  for  ser- 
vice he  refused  to  be  discouraged. 


-but  his  confidence  in  self  and  in  the 
people  did  not  leave  him. 


—but  he  did  not  allow  himself  to  ac- 
cept defeat. 


-but  with  faithfulness  of  purpose  he 
maintained  his  ideals. 


-but  with  increasing  ambition  and  determi- 
nation he  worked  harder  than  ever  before. 


•but  he  kept  on  studying  and  preparing 
for  service. 


LINCOLN  had  more  apparent  FAILURES  to  his  record  than  any  other  American 
in  history*  Yet  LINCOLN  is  more  discussed,  more  studied,  more  admired  and 
more  idealized  each  succeeding  year. 

So,  when  YOU  and  I  and  the  OTHER  FELLOW  become  discouraged,  let  us 
turn  in  thought  to  Abraham  Lincoln  and  start  to  profit  by  our  failures  and 
begin  climbing  over  our  defeats. 
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DEFEND  AS  CANOlOftlEFQR  La ;SUTukl 
DEFEATED  AS  CANDIDATE  FOR  SPEAKER 
DEFEATED  AS  CANDIDATE  FOR  ELECTOR 
DEFEATED  AS  CANDIDATE  FOR  US  SENATOR 
DEFEATED  AS  CANDIDATE  FOR  VICE 

PRESIDENTIAL  NOMINATION 
DEFEATED  AS  CANDIDATE FORUS.StNArO.Uo, 

DEAIEPAS  CANDIDATE  FoRCO«SSlO.ER  _ 
OF^GENEW^tANO.OFFICE  '»** 

DEFEATEDASCANDiDATE^OR 

CONGRESSIONAL  NOMINATION  ^ 

DEFEATEDASCAND.DAie  FOR  RE-ELECTION 

TO   CONG^SS     •  oo^nrv^r- 

|    FAILED  IN  BUSINESS  AND  LOST  HIS  PROfcOT  l»* 

%J^±       HE  EVENTUALLY  ACHIEVED  THE  HIGHER 
OFFICE*  WITHIN  THE  GlFT Of  MIS 
NATION— AND '  UNDVINQ  FANti 


LINCOLN'S     FAILURES. 


WHEN  ABRAHAM  LINCOLN  WAS  A  YOUNG  MAN  KE  RAN  FOR  THE  LEGIS- 
LATURE IN  ILLNOIS,   AND  WAS  BADLY  SWAMPED.      HE  NEXT  ENTERED 
BUSINESS,    FAILED,   AND  SPENT  SEVENTEEN  YEARS  OF  HIS  LIFE 
PAYING  UP  THE  DEBTS  OF  A  WORTHLESS  PARTNER.     HE  FELL  IN 
LOVE  WITH  A  BEAUTIFUL  YOUNG  WOMAN  TO  WHOM  HE  BECAME  ENGA- 
GED  THEN  SHE  DIED.      ENTERING  POLITICS  HE  RAN  FOR  CON* 

GRESS  AND  WAS  BADLY  DEFEATED.     HE  THEN  TRIED  TO  GET  AN 
APPOINTMENT  TO  THE  UNITED  STATES  LAND  OFFICE,   BUT   FAILED. 
HE  BECAME  A  CANDIDATE  FOR  UNITED  STATES  SENATE  AND   WAS 
BADLY  DEFEATED.      IN  1856  HE  BECAME  A  CANDIDATE  FOR  THE 
VICE  PRESIDENCY  AND  WAS  AGAIN  DEFEATED.      IN  1858  HE  WAS 
DEFEATED  BY  DOUGLAS.      BUT   IN  THE  FACE  OF  ALL  THIS  DEFEAT 
AND  FAILURE  HE  EVENTUALLY  ACHIEVED  THE  HIGHEST  SUCCESS 
ATTAINABLE  IN  LIFE,  AND  UNDYING  FAME  TO  THE  END  OF  TIME. 


EVER  BEEN  DISCOURAGED  ? 

When  Abraham  Lincoln  was 
a  young  man  he  ran  for  the  leg- 
islature in  Illinois  and  was  badly 
swamped.  He  next  entered 
business,  failed,  and  spent  sev- 
enteen years  of  his  life  paying 
up  the  debts  of  a  worthless  part- 
ner. 

He  was  in  love  with  a  beau- 
tiful young  woman  to  whom  he 
became  engaged— then  she  died. 

Later  he  married  a  woman 
who  was  a  constant  burden  to 
him. 

He  then  tried  to  get  an  ap- 
pointment to  the  U.  S.  A.  land 
office  but  failed. 

Entering  politics  again,  he 
ran  for  Congress,  and  was  badly 
defeated. 

In  1856  he  became  a  candi- 
date for  the  Vice-Presidency,  and 
again  was  defeated. 

In  1858  he  was  defeated  by 
Douglas. 

One  failure  after  another 
bad  failures  —  great  set  backs. 
In  the  face  of  all  of  this  he  even- 
tually became  one  of  the  country's  greatest  men,  if  not  the  greatest. 
Lincoln  was  a  great  lover  of  music — he  wrote: 
"  'The  Battle  Cry  of  Freedom'  got  more  men  to  enlist  in  the  United  States 
Army  than  fifty  times  one  hundred  and  fifty  of  our  best  recruiting  officers  could 
ever  do." 

— Abraham  Lincoln 
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oAbraham  Lincoln 

IT  ISN'T  simply  because  he  preserved  ihc  Union 
or  emancipated  the  shires  that  the  name  of 
Abraham  Lincoln  is  beloved  of  all  mankind.  It  is 
nut  so  much  the  brilliance  of  his  accomplishments 
or  the  power  of  his  personality,  great  as  they  both 
were,  as  it  is  those  qualities  of  soul — humility,  re- 
fusal to  accept  defeat  and  courugc  to  do  tin  right 
as  he  saio  it — that  hare  made  his  memory  and  the 
study  of  his  career  u  source  of  inspiration  and  en- 
couragement to  us  all.  Tm:  Editors. 


Think  This  Over 


AVllEX  Abraham  Lincoln  was  a  young  man  In-  ran 
**  tor  the  legislature  in  Illinois,  ami  was  badly 
swamped,  lie  next  entered  business,  failed,  ami  spent 
seventeen  years  of  his  life  paying  up  the  debts  of  a 
worthless  partner.  He  was  in  love  with  a  beautiful 
vein],-  woman  to  whom  he  became  engaged— then  she 
died,  Later  he  married  a  woman  who  was  a  constant 
burden  to  him.  Entering  politics  again,  ho  ran  for 
congress,  and  again  was  badly  defeated,  lie  then  tried 
in  get  .in  appointment  to  the  United  States  land  office, 
but  failed.  He  became  a  candidate  lor  the  railed 
States  senate,  and  was  badly  defeated.  In  ISod  he 
became  a  candidate  for  the  vice-presidency  ami  was 
once  more  defeated.  In  1S5S  ho  was  defeated  by 
Douglas.  One  failure  after  another — bad  failures — 
great  setbacks.  In  the  face  of  all  this  he  eventually 
became  one  of  the  greatest  men  of  America,  whose 
memory  is  honored  and  loved  throughout  the  world. 
When  you  contemplate  the  effect  of  a  series  of  set- 
backs like  this,  doesn't  it  make  you  feel  kind  of  small 
to  become  discouraged,  just  because  you  think  yon  are 
having  a   hard  time  in  life? — Praetorian   Guard. 


Anon. 


Are  You  Ever 

Discouraged? 


The  study  of  the  life  of  Abraham 
Lincoln  should  be  an  Inspiration  to  all 
of  us  who  grow  easily  discouraged 
when  things  do  not  always  go  right. 
Lincoln's  life  Is  the  story  of  one  failure 
after  another,  and  of  success  won  and 
great  service  rendered  to  the  world  in 
spite  of  every  disaster. 

When  he  was  a  young  man  ho  was 
badly  defeated  when  he  ran  for  the 
legislature.  He  failed  In  business  and 
spent  seventeen  years  paying  up  the 
debts  of  his  dishonest  partner.  He  fell 
In  love  with  a  beautiful  young  woman 
who  died  before  they  could  be  married. 
He  failed  to  get  a  much  coveted  ap- 
pointment to  the  United  States  land  of- 
fice. As  a  candidate  for  the  United 
states  senate  he  was  defeated  once 
more. 

One  failure  after  another;  and  from 
each  Abraham  Lincoln  gained  greatly 
in  the  sympathy  and  understanding 
which  made  him  the  friend  of  all  and 
won  for  him  the  love  of  friends  and 
foes.  Is  not  his  history  and  final  suc- 
cess a  proof  that  In  this  big  country 
there  are  opportunities  for  every  one 
of  us,  if  we  will  but  Binlle  and,  "stay 
tn  the  eame"t 
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AN  AMERICAN  HERITAGE 
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!£££«*«  i  the  past  as  an  he,-  hgnre.       he 

Instead  of  complaining  of  the  handicaps  n    i 
quietly  began  to  utilize  availabk *.™^*$™\  fi^ce 
of  his  life's  objective.   He  studied  ny  u ae    8  i    d 

^£,^^St£iS5^aS^  while  in  b, 

n5SU  be  failed,  bid  he  ne£ r  lost  e„    He^Ued  , 

in  business  .  .  .  ^^^^SJtSdS  .  •  but  she  died, 
dishonest  partner.  He  lo «ed  A «^SEd  Mary  Todd  .  ,. 
He  ran  tor  office  .  .  •  ana   osi.    n  became  Presi-  | 

and  endured  her  tirades  the  res of ^hg  h e.  £  antagonism  of 
dent  of  the  United  States  .    .  a nd  *™«Jg  ^        His  purp0se 
his  cabinet  inc ^rs  though out     ^^sh,s  bulfet.       . 
accomplished,  lie  lost  his  me  ™»  j         after  hlS 

Lincoln's  courage,  his  kindness    uve  o  ^ 

death.     Through  faith  he  stepped  ftqni ^J  ^^  evi. 
birth  to  the  White  House     His  e°nmdera o  ^  ^ 

rtpnrpd  bv  many  anecdotes  ot  Ins  me,  iau. 
'west  ol  individuals  recorded  in  hrs.nry  rf 


